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IN SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 

DECEMBER 19, 1820. 

Mr. Dickerson from the joint Library Committee of Congress, 

REPORTED: 
That, by the accounts of Joseph Nourse, Esq. agent of the com¬ 

mittee, hereunto annexed, marked A, B, C, D, E and F, it appears, 
that there was on the 6th day of March, 1817, a balance in his 
hands of the sum of - Si,526 61 
That he charges himself with a Warrant dated 3d of 

March, 1819, (being the sum appropriated by an act 
of Congress of the 3d of December, 1818) - - 2,000 00 

And, that he further charges himself with the like sum 
(being the appropriation made by act of Congress of 
the llth April, 1820) - - - 2,000 00 

£5,526 61 
By the same accounts it appears, that his disburse¬ 

ments, made by order of the joint Library Commit¬ 
tee, from the said 6th day of March, 1817,.to the 
17th of November, 1820, amount to the sum of - 4,13$ 85 

Leaving a balance in his hands, at the disposal of the 
committee, of ------ 1,392 76 

Since the 17th of November last, no drafts have been made by the 
Committee upon their agent. 

By an act of Congress of the 3d of December, 1818, the joint Li¬ 
brary Committee were authorized “ to cause suitable apartments in 
the north wing of the Capitol to be fitted up and furnished for the 
temporary reception of the library of Congress, and to cause the said 
library to be removed to, and placed in, the same.” Under the pro¬ 
visions of this act, suitable apartments were prepared, and the l£ 
brary of Congress deposited in the north wing of the Capitol, As 
the expenses incurred under this act were not chargeable to the li¬ 
brary fund, they are not contained in Mr. Nourse’s account, but 
were settled under the superintendence of the committee at the Trea¬ 
sury Department. When the committee had thus caused the library 
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of Congress to be placed in the Capitol, they presumed that all the 
duties required of them by the act were performed; and they have 
not thought themselves authorized to provide for the reception of 
such books as have been since purchased, or may hereafter be pur¬ 
chased, for the library. They had intended to lay out the greater 
part of the funds on hand in the purchase of books during the late 
recess of Congress, but, being informed, by the librarian, that no 
preparations were making, or expected to be made, before the meet¬ 
ing of Congress, for putting up additional shelves in the library 
rooms, and that a large portion of the books purchased during the 
last year were still lying upon the tables, it was not thought expe¬ 
dient to make any considerable purchase of books before the meeting 
of Congress. 

An additional catalogue of the books purchased since the year 
1815, had become necessary, and has been printed, under the imme¬ 
diate inspection of the librarian. 
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